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Course Overview and Objectives 

This course examines major themes and events in Irish history, 

from the eighteenth to the twenty-first century, including 

Ireland’s political, economic and cultural development, the 

evolution and impacts of nationalism and Unionism, rebellion 

and the pursuit of sovereignty. It explores Ireland’s broader 

relationship with Britain and Europe, as well as Northern 

Ireland and the “Troubles.” For history majors, HIST 4445 

satisfies three credits of category V: upper division world, 

comparative and non-U.S. history, or three credits in category 

VI: electives. Through this course students will: 

n Learn the course of modern Irish history and be able to 
identify its major themes, characters, conflicts and 
controversies; 

n Understand the nature of social, cultural, and religious 
division in Ireland and its impact on Irish political and 
public opinion;  

n Place Ireland and the Irish experience in a wider European 
and global context, and within studies of post-colonialism 
and conflict resolution; 

n Identify competing narratives of Irish history, specifically 
Unionist, nationalist, revisionist, and religious perspectives; 

n Contribute to discussions on the methods, outcomes and 
consequences of political violence in Ireland; 

n Debate major turning points in Irish history; and  
n Gain experience in research, writing, and presentation at 

the upper-division level. 

 

Spring Semester 2016 
Section: 01; CRN: 24854 

Tuesday & Thursday 
9:30-10:45 a.m. 
Rendezvous 102 

Required Texts 

Robert Lynch, Revolutionary 
Ireland 1912-25 

Fearghal McGarry, The Rising 

Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh, Ireland 
Before the Famine, 1798-1848 

Charles Townshend, Ireland: The 
20th Century 

Additional articles, podcasts, and 
research material provided 
through Moodle. 

Evaluation 

Comprehension Quizzes: 

(25 points/quiz) 

Historical Debates:  

(25 points/debate) 

Response Papers: 

(50 points/paper) 

Easter Rising Project: (100 points) 

Final Exam Essay: (100 points) 



Reading & Comprehension Quizzes 

Several quizzes will assess student comprehension of the subject material. Quiz format will vary 
and may feature multiple choice questions, geography exercises, and short answer essay responses.  

Historical Debates  

Students will engage with a variety of primary source documents in preparation for in-class debates 
on decisive turning points in modern Irish history. Participation is required.  

Response Papers 

Students will write response papers that explore the course of Irish history. Papers will demonstrate 
a student’s understanding of the period in question and will present historically responsible 
arguments backed by outside reading and source evidence; they are not personal responses. 
Response papers must be between three and five pages in length, exclusive of title page and works 
cited page; main text will be twelve-point Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins, 1.5 spaced; 
footnotes will be single-spaced at ten-point font and cited using Chicago style (Turabian) citation. 

Easter Rising Project 

This spring the world will commemorate the centenary of the 1916 Easter Rising. We will 
contribute to this observation by staging a temporary “pop-up museum” that will feature a unique 
personality, groups, event, landscape, consequence, or outcome of the Easter rebellion. Each 
student will work to develop an individual display. It may be physical (poster board, encyclopedic 
entry with photos), material (replicated items from the period), demonstrative (human library 
interaction), or digital (blog, website, video). Projects must have instructor approval and students 
must present their exhibit. ISU’s Integrated Research Center can help with printing.  

Final Exam Essay 

Students will submit one final exam essay, which will be due Monday of Final Exam Week. 
Requirements are available on Moodle and students should plot and develop their essay 
throughout the semester to produce a refined finished product.  

Absences & Additional Lectures 

Dr. Stover will deliver research talks at several Irish history conferences throughout the spring 
semester. As a result, some ISU lectures will be canceled. To offset these absences, students are 
invited (*strongly encouraged*) to attend two external lectures on Irish history, which will be held 
in Pocatello during the semester. See the tentative course schedule for details. 



Plagiarism 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form. Please do not plagiarize, as this will unfortunately mean an 
automatic fail for the assignment and possibly removal from the course. For more information on 
plagiarism, click here.  

Classroom Civility 

Students may utilize laptops or tablets for taking notes during lectures so long as civility is observed. 
Recording of lecture content is prohibited without prior consent. Please see me for details. Student will 
help to create an environment that promotes learning, mutual-respect, and the healthy exchange of ideas. 
This includes giving your full attention during the lecture and participating in discussion when 
prompted. The scope and tone of your assignments and email correspondence should be professional at 
all times. 

ADA Statement 

Disabilities Services can help accommodate students needing extra time on exams, or help with 
taking notes, etc. Phone: (208) 282-3599, or visit their website 

Tentative Course Schedule 

See course schedule document in Moodle. 

 

 


