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HIST 4405-03 (15147):  

World War I & its Legacy  
Idaho State University  

Dr. Justin Dolan Stover 

E-Mail: stovjust@isu.edu 

Office Hours:  

By appointment 
   

Course Overview and Objectives 

The First World War was the most influential event of the twentieth 

century. Its social, cultural, economic and political impact extended far 

beyond the 1914-1918 period and affected generations of men and 

women, as well as the development and trajectory of nations. This 

course explores the war thematically and, in observation of its 

centenary, examines how it has been remembered and 

commemorated.  Through participation in this course students will:  

 Become familiar with the general course of the First World War, 
including its causes, major themes, outcomes, and consequences; 

 Gain a more complete understanding of social, cultural, and 

political aspects of the period and how they were affected by the 
war;  

 Place the First World War in a wider European and global 
context, and within studies of the interwar period and the 
development of historical memory; 

 Engage with guiding questions that challenge orthodox views of 

the war, its causes, progression, and outcome, as well as its 
participants;  

 Develop collaborative research and presentation skills by guiding 

classroom discussions through the coordinated analysis of key 
readings, their meanings and application to the topic theme; 

 Reflect on the primary and secondary source material presented, 

as well as lecture material, and develop independent research skills 
by writing several short, analytical response papers; and, 

 Demonstrate their knowledge of the subject material through a 
variety of assessments.  

Required Texts 

 Michael Howard, The First World War: A Very Short Introduction  

 Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau & Annette Becker, 14-18: Understanding 

the Great War 
 Other materials will be provided in class or via Moodle.   

 

Fall Semester 2016 

Tuesday & Thursday 

1:00 – 2:15 p.m. 

Rendezvous 225 

Important Dates 

Quizzes: 11 Sept.; 9 Oct. 

Discussions:  

20 Sept.; 18 Oct.; 1 Dec. 

Response Papers: 22 Sept.; 27 Oct. 

Midterm Exam: 13 Oct. 

Final Exam: 13 Dec. 

Evaluation 

Attendance: 10 points/class 

Quizzes: Vary 

Discussions: 25 points/discussion 

Response Papers: 25 points/paper 

Midterm Exam: 100 points 

Final Exam: 100 points 

Extra Credit Opportunities: 

(15 points each)  
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Dates Theme or Topic Guiding Questions 

1 
22 – 28 

Aug. 
Introduction; syllabus; course 
overview. 

- 

2 
29 Aug. 
– 4 Sept. 

Roots and causes of the war, and 
perceptions of the “Future War.” 

What caused the war? How was conflict anticipated? When? By 
whom? 

3 
5 – 11 
Sept. 

Prof. Away: No Class - 

4 
12 – 18 
Sept. 

War and society: mobilization, 
enlistment, conscription, and 
conscientious objection. 

How and why did societies go to war? Why did they stay at 
war? What were the penalties for opposing war? 

5 
19 – 25 
Sept. 

Representing the war: art, 
literature, poetry, and 
propaganda. 

How was the war represented? How was it misrepresented? 
How did this help to shape public opinion? 

6 
26 Sept. 
– 2 Oct. 

Sex, sexuality, gender, masculinity 
and femininity. 

How were gender roles re/constructed during the war? How 
was masculinity re/defined? How was sex experienced? 

7 
3 – 9 
Oct. 

The global war: empires, 
economies, and total war. 

How was the Great War a world war? Why has it been 
portrayed as a European war? How were economies shifted 
onto a war footing? What impacts did this have? 

8 
10 – 16 

Oct. 
Midterm Week No class Tuesday; in-class exam Thursday. 

9 
17 – 23 

Oct. 
Fighting, killing and dying. 

What was the experience of fighting, killing and dying during 
the Great War? Was this unique? What was a “good death”? 

10 
24 – 30 

Oct. 
Disease, medicine, psychiatry, 
and rehabilitation. 

How did medicine and treatment evolve as a result of the war? 

11 
31 Oct. – 
6 Nov. 

Ending the war: the collapse of 
the Central Powers and the 
consequences of the peace. 

Why did the war end the way it did? Why was peace concluded 
the way it was? Whom did this alienate, isolate? 

12 
7 – 13 
Nov. 

The “Greater War, ”Europe, the 
1920s, and extremism. 

In what ways did the war, its outcome, and the peace process 
enable political extremism? Where?  

13 
14 – 20 
Nov. 

The short twentieth century: 
1914-1989 

What have been the long-term impacts of the First World 
War? 

14 
21 – 27 
Nov. 

Fall Recess: No Class - 

15 
28 Nov. 
– 4 Dec. 

Broader meaning and legacy of 
the First World War. 

What experiences forged the memory of the war? How can this 
be observed? How has the war been commemorated, 
particularly at its centenary? Has the Great War been 
trivialized? How? 

16 
5 – 11 
Dec. 

Closed Week Individual office consultations 

17 
12 – 18 

Dec. 
Final Exam Week Final exam essay due 13 December by 2:30 p.m. 
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Course Guidelines            

Format 

This course consists of expository lectures, discussion, and analysis of primary and secondary source documents. 
Active student participation is required when prompted. 

Attendance & Readings 

Students are expected to attend all classes and to have completed the assigned readings and to have engaged with 
the additional digital resources. See “Readings and Assignments” page in Moodle. 

Discussion 

Students will contribute to discussion when prompted. Three distinct discussions require students to go further; to 
apply readings, digital sources, and insight toward an analytical discussion of the theme or topic. Informed argument 
is encouraged.  

Response Papers 

Students will write brief response papers on the themes, topics, and guiding questions presented in class , covering 
all weeks available prior to a specific deadline. Papers should be at least 3 pages in length, set at 12 point Times New 
Roman font with 1” margins and set at 1.5 spacing. Footnotes are required if material is cited, and must conform to 
Chicago style outlined in Kate Turabian, A Manual for Research Papers, Theses and Dissertations 
(http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html ). See “Response Paper Guidelines 
and Rubric in Moodle. 

Exams 

Students will sit one midterm exam that will assess their knowledge of the material and arguments presented 
through multiple choice questions, write in answers, and short answer essays. In addition, they will submit a final 
exam essay, whose topic will be drawn from one of the chapters presented in Audoin-Rouzeau & Becker, 14-18: 
Understanding the Great War, and expanded upon through their own research. See “Final Exam Essay Guidelines and 
Rubric” in Moodle. 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the most serious of academic offences and will not be tolerated in any form. In cases involving 
academic dishonesty, determination of the grade and status of the student is left solely to the discretion of the 
professor. See Moodle for details. 

Disabilities Services 

Disabilities Services can help accommodate students needing extra time on exams, or help with taking notes during 
lectures. Phone: (208) 282-3599, or visit their website.  

 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html
http://www.isu.edu/disabilityservices

