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HIST 2291: The Historian’s Craft – SYLLABUS 

Section: 01 CRN: 21073 

Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.  

Kegel Liberal Arts Building, History Department Seminar Room, 329 

 

Dr. Justin Dolan Stover                 

Office: Department of History, 337 

Email: stovjust@isu.edu    

Office Hours: TR 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 

Course Description 

This course examines the evolution of history as a scholarly discipline, as well as questions 

surrounding its process and the analysis and application of historical source material. Topics 

include historiography, historical theory, concepts, methodology, fields, research skills, 

controversy and the overall history of historical thinking and writing.  

• Satisfies Objective 8: Information Literacy within the General Education program. 

• Satisfies 3 credits of Category II: Research Skills for history majors. 

• Prerequisite for HIST 4491 for history majors. 

 

Required Text  

• Anna Green and Kathleen Troup, The Houses of History: A Critical Reader in twentieth-

century history and theory 

 

Recommended Further Reading 

• Richard A. Marius and Melvin E. Page, Short Guide to Writing About History 

• John Tosh, The Pursuit of History: Aims, methods and new directions in the study of modern 

history 

 

Writing Expectations 

Students should exhibit appropriate, university-level writing at all times and cite sources using 

footnotes that conform to Kate Turabian, A manual for writers of term papers, theses, and 

dissertations (current edition). Students should visit the Student Success Center to address initial 

writing and editing concerns.  

 

Course Objectives & Outcomes 

Through this course students will: 

• Read reflectively on the nature of historical inquiry and gain practice in critical 

evaluation of a variety of secondary source historical literature; 

• Understand and learn to identify and apply basic historical and history-related social 

science concepts; 

• Become broadly familiar with main stages of the history of historical thinking, research 

and writing, and with modern historical schools, movements, and fields; 

• Extend their information literacy by learning to use the tools of historical research 

available in libraries, archives, and online; 

• Gain experience in evaluating and interpreting various types of primary sources and other 

literary and physical historical materials; 
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• Gain experience in organizing and presenting their findings in well-written, 

appropriately-cited response papers and in oral presentations; 

• Understand the nature and range of history as a profession and the training and activities 

of academic and other historians; 

• Understand the role and significance of history to current political dialogue and as an 

important component of cultural identity in a broader global context. 

 

Format and participation 

This course is structured from three elements: 1. expository lectures that introduce and reinforce 

concepts and expound upon assigned readings. 2. In-class writing exercises and discussions from 

reading prompts. 3. Archival and library work that will inform individual student contributions to 

a digital class project. It is expected that students will attend all lectures. Absences will naturally 

hinder comprehension. All deadlines are firm. 

 

Evaluation 

Item Points Due 

Writing responses 10 points each Thursdays at the beginning of 

class. 

Discussion 10 points each Active week. 

Roundtable Discussion  50 points Tuesday, 28 February 

Midterm Exam 100 Thursday, 2 March 

Peer-Review Exercise 50 points Thursday, 13 April 

Collaborative Research 

Project Contribution 

100 Thursday, 20 April 

Final Exam 100 Thursday, 4 May, 7:30 a.m. 

 

Writing responses: due Thursdays at the beginning of class. 

Students will respond to writing prompts that further explore the course’s subjects. Responses 

will be typed and represent university-level historical writing (third-person prose).  

 

Examinations 

Examinations will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions, as well as an essay 

question. The final exam will not be cumulative, but will test on material covered since the 

midterm.  

 

Collaborative Research Project 

Under the professor’s direction and supervision, each student will contribute to the course’s 

Collaborative Research Project. This semester we will explore, research, and present aspects of 

Idaho’s First World War experience. This requires students to select an individual aspect of that 

subject, research it in class and independently, and prepare an 800-word micro history that will 

be digitally published on Idaho State University’s “War, Conflict, and Veterans Studies 

Committee” website (https://isuwarstudies.wordpress.com/). To aid this process, the class will 

undertake guided research in the Oboler Library and its Special Collections Department.  

 

 

 

https://isuwarstudies.wordpress.com/).
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Roundtable & peer-review session 

Students will orally discuss their proposed research angle, potential source material, and 

anticipated outcomes at a designated roundtable discussion. Later in the semester, research 

project contributions will be peer-assessed to assure clarity and cohesion. 

 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the most serious of academic crimes and will not be tolerated in any form. 

Plagiarism constitutes the presentation of another’s work or ideas – including that found on an 

Internet site – as one’s own without properly quoting it, citing it and attributing to it an author. 

While short quotations, properly referenced from secondary works, are useful to illustrate a 

point, it is always better to express yourself clearly, using your own words, after synthesizing 

information. In cases involving academic dishonesty, determination of the grade and status of the 

student is left solely to the discretion of the instructor. Please do not plagiarize, as this will 

unfortunately mean an automatic fail for the assignment, and possibly removal from the course. 

For more information, consult the following articles: 

http://www.isu.edu/library/research/ait/biblio.html 

 

Civility & Accommodation 

Each I.S.U. student will help to create an environment that promotes learning, mutual-respect, 

and the healthy exchange of ideas. This includes giving your full attention during the lecture, and 

participating in discussion when prompted. Please refrain from eating, reading, social media, 

etc., during the lecture. The scope and tone of your assignments and correspondence should at all 

times be professional. Disabilities Services can make additional accommodations for students 

needing extra time on exams, or help with taking notes during lectures.  

Phone: (208) 282-3599, or visit their website: http://www.isu.edu/disabilityservices/ 

http://www.isu.edu/library/research/ait/biblio.html
http://www.isu.edu/disabilityservices/
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Tentative Course Schedule  

Week Dates Topics Readings Due this week 

1 9-15 January 

Introduction, course 

structure & goals; What 

was history? 

- Writing response 1 

2 
16-22 January 

 

What is history? 

Empiricism, source 

material and research 

skills. 

Green & Troup, ch. 

1 

 

Writing response 2 

 

3 

23-29 January 

Jan. 26: Meet 

in Oboler 

Library foyer. 

Political history; 

national history 

Research skills: 

historical sources 

Tosh, The Pursuit of 

History, chs. 3-5 
Writing response 3 

4 

30 January – 5 

February 

 

Marxist history; 

psychohistory 

Research skills: reading 

history, causation in 

history; book reviews 

Green & Troup, chs. 

2-3 

 

Writing response 4 

5 

6-12 February 

9 Feb.: Meet 

in Oboler 

Library foyer. 

Annals school of history 

Research skills: 

limitations of evidence 

Green & Troup, ch. 

4 

Tosh, ch. 7 

Peter Burke, 

‘Glossary: the 

language of 

Annales’, pp 112-

116 

Writing response 5 

 

6 13-19 February 

Historical sociology; 

social history 

Research skills: citation, 

footnotes, bibliography 

Green & Troup, ch. 

5 

Gustave le Bon: 

‘General 

characteristics of 

crowds’, pp 1-9 

Writing response 6 

7 
20-26 February 

 

Quantitative history 

(quanto-history), 

economic history 

Research skills: 

organization and 

retrieval 

Green & Troup, ch. 

6 

 

Writing response 7 

8 
27 February – 

5 March 
MIDTERM WEEK 

Roundtable 

discussion: Tuesday 

28 February 

Midterm Exam: 

Thursday 2 March. 
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9 
6-12 March 

 

Anthropological history, 

ethno-history, and 

cultural history 

Writing skills: structure, 

narrative, evidence and 

argument 

Green & Troup, ch. 7 

 

Writing response 8 

 

10 

13-19 March 

 

16 March: 

Meet in 

Oboler 

Library foyer. 

Oral history 

 

Green & Troup, chs. 

8&9 

 

Writing response 9 

11 20-26 March SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS 

12 
27 March – 2 

April 

Gender history; 

environmental history 

Green and Troup, ch. 

10 

Bonneuil & Fressoz, 

The Shock of the 

Anthropocene, chs. 1-2 

Writing response 10 

 

13 
3-9 April 

 
Post-colonial history 

Green and Troup, ch. 

11 

Writing response 11 

 

14 
10-16 April 

 

Beyond the Academy: 

Public history, pop 

history, digital history 

Documents on Moodle Peer-review session 

15 
17-23 April 

 

Controversy in history; 

revisionism; denial; the 

“end” of history 

Documents on Moodle 

Writing response 12 

Collaborative 

Research Project 

Contribution due 

16 
24-30 April 

 

CLOSED WEEK 

 

Tuesday: Final 

exam review. 

Thursday: 

Individual meetings 

in my office. 

17 1-5 May FINALS WEEK 

Final Exam: 

Thursday, 4 May, 

7:30 a.m. 

 


	HIST 2291: The Historian’s Craft – SYLLABUS
	Section: 01 CRN: 21073
	Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.
	Kegel Liberal Arts Building, History Department Seminar Room, 329
	Dr. Justin Dolan Stover
	Email: stovjust@isu.edu
	Course Description
	Required Text
	Writing Expectations
	Course Objectives & Outcomes
	Format and participation
	Evaluation
	Examinations
	Plagiarism
	Civility & Accommodation

